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of doing things.... wondering if Escape Hatch might want
to carry/distribute/partner with (fill in the blank) with
some other way of doing it on my GigantAurora busts.”

I was all over that, happy to see the collaboration expand
to encompass all of the kits Michael already had on the
market and the ever-growing lineup he’s created since,
including more GigantAuroras and mini-busts, a line of
monsters called the Ferocious Females, Creature from the
Haunted Sea, a near-to-his heart piece called Hey Mom!!
Look!!T and more, including a variety of replacements,
add-ons and offshoots for the Fly and Moon Suit, the first



in Arizona, where both of their mothers had winter homes.
When they returned after a season away, their accountant
pointed out houses left empty during the winter months
“tend to break.” Asked if they intended to keep this
up, Michael said, “I hope so.” The accountant told the
Berglunds about clients who’d sold their houses, sparing
themselves a variety of hassles and expenses.

“That got our wheels spinning,” said Michael.

They began selling, giving away, purging or storing
their stuff and sold the house. Nowadays, the Berglunds
occasionally rent accommodations for a few months at a

adventures included scuba diving around, under and inside
a World War II minesweeper ship sunk off the coast. In
his Facebook post sharing photos, Michael referred to this
as “one of those pinch-me-is-it-real days.” In April of this
year, the Berglunds plan a road trip with their rig, camping
in Mazatlan to view the total solar eclipse.

“That is one of the most freedom-based activities that
I could ever have dreamed of doing a couple of years
ago,” Michael said, and he knows some might look at the
chances he and his wife are taking and say, “That’s nuts.”

“Yes, it is kind of nuts,” he said. “But I can work! I have
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that he could resize it to better match his kit’s drone figures.

“I can be my own artist sometimes,” Michael said. “Or I can
bring my own thing to the party; but I don’t mind being a service
bureau and helping people out with stuff that already exists or
belongs to other people in which I can participate. I'm just fine
with that.”

The first job Michael did for Monarch was sculpt a figure of
Konga, which the company hopes to put on the market soon.
After seeing how well Michael did with the giant ape, Scott
McKillop asked him to help with two other projects; first the
Fly, then the Moon Suit, both of which had been in the works
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of Geological Research, which digs up and prepares fossils. He expects to
help restore a sauropod skeleton.

Michael knows the decisions he and Paula have made aren’t for everybody
but sees how his own life has led to where they are and he’s grateful.

“It’s all intentional, but it’s all random at the same time,” he said. “Because
you kind of lean in a direction. Lean in a direction. 1 didn’t know that I'd be
able to be in a trailer with solar power and Internet and sculpt a monster.
I didn't plan for that; you can’t plan, but you can lean in certain directions
and then life kind of takes its course. And then when little opportunities
come up, you find you're ready to take advantage of them.” P

Todd Powell owns Escape Hatch Hobbies, www.escapehatchhobbies.com.
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